
 

 

 RELAIS & CHATEAUX 14 DAY SAFARI ï EXCLUSIVE GROUP 

 

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE  / 16 MAY ï 29 TH MAY / SOUTH AFRICA 2012  

 

MAY 16 EMPERORS PALACE, JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA 

MAY 17 MARATABA SAFARI COMPANY, SOUTH AFRICA 

MAY 18 MARATABA SAFARI COMPANY, SOUTH AFRICA 

MAY 19 MARATABA SAFARI COMPANY, SOUTH AFRICA 

MAY 20 TSALA TREE TOP LODGE, PLETTENBERG BAY, SOUTH AFRICA 

 MAY 21 TSALA TREE TOP LODGE, PLETTENBERG BAY, SOUTH AFRICA 

MAY 22 TSALA TREE TOP LODGE, PLETTENBERG BAY, SOUTH AFRICA 

MAY 23 GORAH ELEPHANT CAMP, ADDO, SOUTH AFRICA 

MAY 24 GORAH ELEPHANT CAMP, ADDO, SOUTH AFRICA 

MAY 25 GORAH ELEPHANT CAMP, ADDO, SOUTH AFRICA 

MAY 26 CAPE GRACE, CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA 

MAY 27 CAPE GRACE, CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA 

MAY 28 CAPE GRACE, CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA 

MAY 29 DEPART CAPE TOWN TO CONNECT WITH OUTBOUND FLIGHT 

* GORAH ELEPHANT CAMP WINNERS OF THE RELAIS & CHATEAUX WELCOME *  

*****WELCOME AWARD FOR 2011*****  



 

Detailed itinerary  

Africa welcomes you....  

    

May 16  Emperorôs Palace, Johannesburg, South Africa 

On arrival at OR Tambo International Airport, Johannesburg, you will be met and welcomed to 

{ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊǎΩ tŀƭŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ IƻǘŜƭ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǎǘȅƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǊƻƻƳǎ 

ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ άƎǊƻǳǇ-ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ƎǳŜǎǘǎΣ ǘŜŀ ŀƴŘ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻns, and is set in a 

beautifully landscaped garden,  providing guests with food and beverage service throughout the 

day. Dinner at Tribes African Theme Restaurant 

May  17   Marataba Safari Company, South Africa  

     

 

After a leisurely breakfast, we set of f for Marataba Safari Company, located in Marakele 

National Park, approximately three hours  45 minutes  from Johannesburg. The friendly 

staff at Marataba Safari Company will check you into your luxurious tented suites and 

your safari experience in Africa ha s begun....depending on our arrival time, we will enjoy 

a fresh lunch and there will be a few hours to relax before embarking on your first game 

drive which departs the lodge after some tea and snacks at around 16h00...  



 

Game drives are usually around two a nd a half to three hours and you can expect to see 

any of  the  big five as well as many other interesting animals and bird species that reside 

in Marakele National Park.  

A warm dinner awaits you back at the lodge on return from your game drive and you can 

sit around the fire and take in the stars and a few drinks with new friends....  

Marataba...  

There is a mystical, hidden place at the foot of the spectacular Waterberg Mountains on 

the ancient trade route from the north -  sweeping through southern Africa, a cross the 

raging Limpopo  River and past vast plains teeming with game. Here lies Marataba, an 

extraordinary safari lodge  reflecting Africa's ancient wisdom and culture; the glorious 

forms and colour presenting a vibrant haven at the epicentre of modern des ign. Inspired 

by primeval remains and in harmony with the environment and the energy of nature, 

Marataba is built of indigenous stone, sand and soil, enhanced by murmuring waters and 

vast vistas through glass walls. Embracing both the contemporary and anci ent in an 

exciting union of innovative architecture, design and technology, Marataba resonates 

with the spirit of the African Renaissance.  

Marataba is a 23 000 hectare private concession within Limpopo's Marakele National 

Park, a malaria - free reserve boast ing the Big Five amidst spectacular bushveld scenery. 

Built of stone and glass, Marataba's magnificent main lodge celebrates both ancient 

Africa and modern architectural innovation.  Fifteen air -conditioned, exotic tented suites 

with en -suite bathrooms and  outdoor showers have private decks overlooking the 

magnificent plains below.  

 

Providing opulent comfort between exhilarating game drives and fine gourmet dining, 

Marataba  takes African safari to a new level.  

May  18  Marataba Safari Company, South Africa  

A typical day on safari at Marataba....  

06.30 am     Wake up and enjoy a cup of coffee in bed...  

07.30  to 08.15   a delicious breakfast  awaits you at the lodge  

08.15  to 10.30   Morning game drive...  

12. 30  to 14.00   Lunch is served  

15.30     Meet at the lodg e for afternoon t ea...     

16.00 to 19.00   Game drive -  afternoon Safari...  

19.30     Dinner is served...  

After dinner gather around the fire place and enjoy the night sky and  few drinks with 

new friends  

 

 



 

       

May  19  Marataba Safari Company, South Africa  

A typica l day on safari at Marataba....  

In the evening enjoy and participate if you feel inclined in an interactive drumming 

session.  

  

May  20  Tsala Tree Top Lodge, Plettenberg Bay, South Africa     

     

 

This morning is unfortunately your last game drive oppor tunity at Marataba and after this 

game drive and breakfast we head back to Johannesburg to connect with our flight to the 

town of George located along the beautiful garden route of South Africa.  

On arrival at Geo rge our representatives will be on hand  to meet you and take you 

through to Tsala Tree top Lodge in Plettenberg Bay where you will be wrapped in luxury 

over the following three nights...  

We will arrive in the late afternoon and relax before enjoying dinner at the lodge....  



 

Perfectly placed high abo ve the magnificent indigenous forests of the Tsitsikamma, 

Tsala Treetop Lodge  offers discerning guests sumptuous luxury set amongst the 
backdrop of a  stunning natural setting.  

Tsala  Treetop Lodge,  is situated along the scenic Garden Rout e of the Western Cape, 

a short, 10km ôs from the golden beaches of Plettenberg Bay and 24km ôs from Knysna . 
Wooden walkways meander through the trees to 10 individual, elevated suites in the 

forest cano py. Each suite offers a sitting room with wood fire, spacious bathroom, 
outside shower, and private pool with observation deck and lounge chairs. The main 

lodge is connected to the suites by a series of elevated walkways. There is a cosy 

lounge with views of the forest and valley.  

The lodge boasts large open suspended decks for dining and sunset viewing. The chef 
conjures up imaginative cuisine, reflecting the diversity of cultures to be found in this 

southern part of Africa, with strong European and Easte rn heritage.  

May 21  Tsala Tree Top Lodge, Plettenberg Bay, South Africa... on safari  

Today is at leisure. After breakfast, you have the option of relaxing at Tsala or enjoying a 

trip into the town of Plettenberg Bay. Guest will be dropped off in town and  will have the 

opportunity to explore the town. Lunch has not been arranged for today. Dinner will be 

served at Tsala this evening.  

May  22  Tsala Tree Top Lodge, Plettenberg Bay, South Africa   

The Highlight of today is the morning Feather bed tour ï We depa rt the lodge at 

approximately 8h00am and head for Knysna. The tour starts at approximately 10h00 am.  

     

 

http://www.south-african-hotels.com/trasla-treetop-lodge/


 

Knysna's most well known attraction  is its Heads -  two great sandstone cliffs guarding 

the mouth of the lagoon which connects the estuary with the sea. A lookout has been 
erected on the Eastern Head, commanding spectacular views of the lagoon, Leisure Isle 

and Knysna. The Western Head is a privately owned nature Reserve -  Featherbed.  
 

'Those twin pyramidical rocks defining the entrance to the Knysna lagoon from a Scylla 
and Charybdis, whence issues the stunning thunder of never -ceasing breakers that whirl 
and bellow with convulsive shocks -  a bare, black, broken surface, emerging at one 
moment like the many -headed Hydra -  at the next drinking up the white waves, and 
vomiting forth into a thousand fantastic cascades a frothy spume wh ich reflects the 
prismatic colo rs of the iris'  
 

Captain (lat er Sir) William Cornwallis Harris, describing the Heads, 1840  

Featherbed Touréthis tour will entertain guests for approximately 3 hours and includes 

the following:  

¶ Return ferry trip on the Knysna Lagoon to the Western Head. 

¶ 4x4 vehicle & trailer drive up the headland onto the Reserve, stopping at spectacular 

viewpoints. 

¶ Specialist guide giving information on history, fauna & flora. 

¶ Optional guided 2.2km walk through coastal forest and fynbos into ancient sea caves. 

Lunch: After the tour we enjoy lunch on Thesen Island, Kynsna at Sirocco. 

Return to the lodge to relax and enjoy dinneré 

 

May  23  Gorah Elephant Camp, South Africa...on safari  

After b reakfast we bid farewell  to Tsala Tree top lodge and this  beautiful region and  take 

a very scenic drive towards Port Elizabeth and on to Addo Elephan t Park which will take 

approximately three hours and Gorah Elephant Camp  awaits you...  

 

 

 



 

Gorah Elephant Ca mp   

Winner of the Relais & Chateaux Welcome Award in 2011!  

     

 

On arrival you will be welcomed by the staff at Gorah and enjoy lunch. Settle into your 
tented rooms after lunch and return to the main lodge for afternoon tea  and game drive.  

The incompa rable thrill of quietly observing a passing herd of elephant while being 

served tea on  the veranda of a stately Colonial manor house is the stuff of dreams and 

legends -  at Gorah itôs an everyday occurrence.    

This exclusive safari lodge recaptures the ro mantic mystique of authentic safari of 

centuries past -  the awesome natural world of Africa merged with colonial nostalgia and 

modern sophistication to deliver an unforgettably unique 5 star adventure. Gorah is t he 

only private concession and c amp situated  in the middle of the  famous  Addo Elephant 

National Park, home to the densest population of elephants on earth. Gorah  is malaria -

free, Big 5 and a  member of  Relais & Chateaux . 

Sheltered beneath thatched canopies, Gorahôs 11 tented suites are luxurious and 

spacious, recalling the golden era of safari in the early 1900s, and enhanced with the fine 
comforts and excellence associated with Hunter properties .  

Each luxury tent has an en -suite bathroom with shower, an interior relaxation area and a 

private deck of fering panoramic views across the endless savannah plains. Other 
facilities include solar -powered lights, ceiling fans and in -house communication between 

the tents and the Main House.   

 

 

 



 

 

May  24  Gorah Elephant Camp, South Africa...on safari  

A typical day on safari at Gorah...  

07.30am     w ake up and enjoy a cup of coffee in bed...  

08.00 to 09.00    a delicious breakfast awaits you at the lodge  

09.00 to 11.00    morning safari set off into Addo Elephant Park...  

12.30 to 14.00    Lunch is served...  

15.30      Afternoon Tea at the lodge...  

16.00 to 19.00    enjoy the a fternoon game drive...  

20.00pm     Dinner at the lodge...  

Drinks around the fire place round off an amazing day in the African bush...  

An added interest today would be to listen to the stories of th e Eastern Cape told by  

the resident ñHistorianò and Story Teller. 

 

May  25  Gorah Elephant Camp, South Africa...on safari  

A typical day on safari at Gorah... dinner at the lodge and drinks around the fire to end a 

perfect day ...  

 

May  26  Cape Grace, Cape Tow n, South Africa ...on safari   

After breakf ast we depart Gorah  and travel back to Port Elizabeth to connect with our 

flight to Cape Town. On arrival, you will be met at Cape  Town International airport by our  

representative who will be transferring you to the  magnificent Cape Grace hotel on the 

Victoria & Alfred W aterfront, Cape  Town. Enjoy d inner at the Signal restaurant, Cape 

Grace . 



 

Beautiful Cape Town... 

  

 

Cape Town is one of the most beautifully situated cities in the world.  Cradled by Table 

Mountain, it has immense charm and historical interest whilst itôs unique cultural blend; 

part African, part European and part Asian, makes for a cosmopolitan d ining experience.  

 

    

May  27  Cape Grace, Cape Town, South Africa  

Full Day Cape Point & Cape of Good Hope  

Depart for full day Cape point tour. We travel alo ng the Atlant ic seaboard passing the 

twelve apostles. Drive past Camps Bay n amed after a German imm igrant Ernst Von 

Kampz , on past Oudekraal toward Hout Bay, a n old woodcutters outpost named ñwood 

bayò. Visit to the picturesque fishing harbour and an optio nal tour by boat to seal island  

(40 min return) Hout Bay Harbour.  Depart Hout Bay over Chapmans Peak -  continueing 

towards Noordhoek ïwith itôs spectacular  beach, trave lling along the Atlantic Coastline ï 

passing the seaside villa ges of Kommetjie and Scarborough ï with itôs supply of Cape 

Rock Lobster. We the n proceed towards Cape of Good Hope nature reserve. (8500 ha) 7 

Species of antelope includin g the Eland , Bontebok and Cape mountain Zebra are to be 

found here. Down to Cape Point, the most South Weste rly point of Africa (18 deg. East. 

Lat, 34 deg South Long) Arrive at Cape Point. Depart Cape point for visit to Cape of Good 

Hope.  

Lunch is included at the Seaforth restaurant , located right on the beach at Boulders 

Beach, Simonstown.   



 

After a leisurly lu nch we depart the Seaforth r estaurant via the lovely town of 

Simonstown. Named after the first Governor of the Cape Simon Van Der Stel. Also an 

important Naval base for the British who occupied the town for 150 years. We visit a 

lovely Penguin colony at Bo ulders beach. One of three African Penguin colonies 

inhabiting the mainland.  

Travel back towards Cap e Town and take some time this afternoon to do some shopping 

at your leisure.  

CHAPMAN'S PEAK DRIVE  

Chapmanôs Peak Drive is one of the most spectacular coastal roads in South Africa. It 

starts at the picturesque fishing harbour of Hout Bay and then winds up to Chapmanôs 

Point, revealing  breathtaking views of the sandy bays down below, until the road reaches 

sea level again at Noordhoek.  

The 9km route with it s 114 curv es skirts Chapman Peak, the 593 m southerly extension of 

Constantiaberg and follows the rocky coastline to unfold stunning views in both 

directions. There are numerous parking bays and picnic spots along the road and on the 

slopes. A hiking trail with beautiful views leads to the Chapmanôs Peak.  

CAPE POINT  

   

 

This Landmark is part of Table Mountain National Park and is located at the end of  the 

Cape Peninsula. In 1488 Bartolomeu  Dias rounded the Cape during a dreadful storm. He 

subsequently  named it the Cape of Storms. On  a second voyage, the weather was much 

kinder to him and he  renamed it the Cape of Good Hope. A few years later, Dias died  

while trying to round the Cape. A  monument in the form of a navigational beacon has 

been erected in the Park in his honour. The Park offers a rich diversity of plant species as 

well as a mar ine reserve and animals such as baboons and Cape Zebra. The peak is 249m 

above sea level and can be reached by foot or the  funicular railway. The lighthouse at the 

tip of the Peninsula is th e most powerful in the Southern Hemisphere.  

 

 

 

 

 


